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ABSTRACTED-PUB-NO: KR200201 1209A 
BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

NOVELTY - A gift certificate issuing method and system is provided to enable a user 
to select one among various types of gift certificates at an automatic ticket 
issuing apparatus like a cash dispenser and pay for the selected gift certificate 
with cash, a debit card or a credit card. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - The system comprises a ticket issuing terminal ( 100 ) , a 
transaction intermediate system ( 300 ) , a ticket issuing organization ( 4 00 ) , a 
certification authority ( 500 ) , a network { 600) , and a banking organization ( 700 ) . The 
ticket issuing terminal ( 100 ) includes a display { 1 10 ) , a data input module (120), a 
card insertion slot (130), a cash input module (140), a ticket printing module (150), 
a card reader(160), and a communication module(170). The data input module(120) 
enables a user to select the kind of the gift certificate. The communication module 
(170) transmits the selected ticket, the payment data and other data to the 
transaction intermediate system(300) . The transaction intermediate system(300) 
includes a server(310) and a database ( 320 ) . The server(310) includes a operation 
server (311), a terminal control server (312), an intermediate server (313), a 
calculation server(314) and a communication management server(315). The ticket 
issuing organization (400 ) , connected to the transaction intermediate system(300), 
approves the ticket issuing. The certification authority ( 500 ) , also connected to 
the transaction intermediate system(300), authenticates the credit card inserted 
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Abstract (Article Summary) ; |f 1^ 



Solve the gift-giving dilemma for the treasured children in your life this year by giving them the gift of a mutual 
fund investment. 

A well-managed mutual fund is the gift that keeps on growing - even if you don't make further contributions after 
the initial present But you can also use future birthdays, Christmases, graduations, Bar Mitzvahs and other 
special occasions as an opportunity to add to the growing nest egg. 

If you set up an in-trust account with a financial adviser, the children won't be able to get their hands on their 
mutual fund without your permission until they turn 18. This kind of account belongs to the child, but is managed 
by an adult relative. 



I Full Text (884 words) 



Copyright The Toronto Star) 



Solve the gift-giving dilemma for the treasured children in your life this year by giving them the gift of a mutual 
fund investment. 

I don't have any children of my own, but it's becoming increasingly difficult to find something for my nieces and 
nephews that they'll value. It seems they already have closets full of clothes, shelves full of books and rooms full 
of toys and stuffed animals. Another one of these gifts just gets thrown on the pile. 

A well-managed mutual fund is the gift that keeps on growing - even if you don't make further contributions after 
the initial present. But you can also use future birthdays, Christmases, graduations, Bar Mitzvahs and other 
special occasions as an opportunity to add to the growing nest egg. 

If you set up an in-trust account with a financial adviser, the children won't be able to get their hands on their 
mutual fund without your permission until they turn 18. This kind of account belongs to the child, but is managed 
by an adult relative. 
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Trimark Investment Management is currently conducting a marketing campaign called Trimark Presents - the 
Gift of Value. The company has produced special brochures explaining how to establish a mutual fund gift 
account. 

Although any mutual fund can be used for this purpose, Trimark has designed an attractive gift card for the 
recipient and will also send a transaction summary to the little darlings, a welcome kit and regular account 
statements. 

"The gift is a good way to transfer knowledge regarding investing," says Elizabeth Hoyle, Trimark's 
vice-president of marketing. "We're trying to broaden the appeal of a mutual fund beyond an RRSP, and make 
contributing part of everyday life." 

A mutual fund investing in international stocks, or even a mix of stocks and bonds, has potential for greater 
growth than the more common financial gifts such as cash or Canada Savings Bonds. 

A key advantage of using stock funds for this purpose is that any capital gains are attributable to the child, not the 
giver. Most of the growth in stock funds comes from capital gains. 

Any dividend or interest income is the tax responsibility of the adult relative. The in-trust account thereby offers 
an income splitting opportunity that may not exist with other financial products. 

An in-trust mutual fund is one of the best ways to put money away for a child's education, but unlike the less 
flexible Registered Education Savings Plan, the funds do not have to be used for schooling alone. 

The mutual fund must be turned over to the child on his or her 18th birthday, but turning over control is not a 
taxable transaction. Taxes may be triggered, however, when the fund is eventually sold. 

On their 18th birthday, the recipient can use the funds for anything, including starting a business or travel. If 
these kids are really smart and take advantage of this early learning experience, they'll just let the money sit 
there and take advantage of the magic of compounding until they retire. By then, they'll have a sizable retirement 
fund. 

"We normally recommend that parents start one of these accounts for a child the day after it's born," says Rob 
Pierce, vice-president at financial planning firm Equion Group. "Our next recommendation is that parents keep 
on contributing $50 a month. That's an amount almost everyone can afford - 1 call it parking ticket money." 

Pierce suggests that the money be put in a top-performing international stock funds such as Templeton Growth 
Fund, Trimark Fund and Mackenzie's Universal Global Fund. 

If parents contributed $50 a month for 16 years, and the fund showed an average annual return of 12 per cent - a 
conservative estimate which has been beaten by Trimark Fund's 16 per cent average return during the past 10 
years - the child would have $28,000 at the end of 16 years. This assumes no costs or taxes. 

To make things simpler, you can set up a regular program that will see contributions automatically deducted from 
your bank account on a weekly, bi- weekly, monthly, quarterly, or semi-annual basis. 

If these kids decide to carry on the tradition once your gift- giving comes to an end, and they keep contributing for 
50 years from the date of inception, at the same rate of growth they'd have $1.6 million. 

Longer time periods, higher contributions and a higher rate of annual growth would all make huge differences in 
the eventual outcome. 

Even if you don't contribute beyond the original gift, there is potential for significant growth. An investment of 
$1,000 made in the Trimark Fund on Sept. 1, 1981 was worth $10,431 at Oct. 31, 1995. 

"With all the cutbacks in education, this kind of investment could help finance the cost of putting kids through 
school," Hoyle says. 

She also thinks a mutual fund gift is a great idea for people getting married. An initial contribution gets them 
started, and they can add further contributions on their own as they learn how a mutual fund works. 

"For young people the priorities tend to be spending money on cars and other things," she says. 

Jade Hemeon's mutual fund column appears every other Sunday. 
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Companies that are considering using a card in their next incentive program have plenty of cards from which to 
choose. The major credit card vendors (Amex, © Visa and ©MasterCard ) are also developing debit card vehicles 
and all already offer corporate procurement cards that can also be used as award tools in programs. The main 
card options include © Carlson Marketing Group , Gift Certificate Center and © Maritz Performance Improvement 
Co. 
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If you're considering using a card in your next incentive program, there are plenty from which to choose. The 
major credit card vendors (Amex, ©Visa and ©MasterCard ) are also developing debit card vehicles and all 
already offer corporate procurement cards that can also be used as award tools in programs. For now, though, 
many users prefer the planning and backup support of incentive companies. Below, the main card options: 

© Carlson Marketing Group : Next year, the Minneapolisbased incentive company unveils its V.I. P. Award Card, 
which is a stored value card with a ©Visa logo. The card is not a credit card; users will need another form of 
payment for any balances beyond the award point total on the card. Points can be redeemed through catalog and 
gift certificate vendors, as well as through various Carlson travel and hospitality affiliates including ©Carlson 
Waaonlit Travel , Radisson Hospitality Worldwide, Friday's Hospitality Worldwide Inc. and Country Hospitality 
Worldwide. For more information, contact © Carlson Marketing Group at (612) 550-4520. 

Gift Certificate Center: The Minneapolis-based company will be launching a GCC Purchasing Card, to be made 
available to its Premiere Choice clientele. The card will be a stored value card with a ©Visa logo, with points 
redeemable at GCC-approved vendors. For more information, contact GCC, (612) 672-8643. 

Incentive Gift Card: The MeridiCard (see description below) sold by makers of the Incentive Gift Cheque via a 
licensing agreement. In addition, the company has introduced the Omni Smart Card, which will be co-branded 
with Welcome America, a checking company, and © Visa . Any retailer that accepts © Visa will take the card, 
though it is not a true ©Visa credit card. Rather, users are linked to their own Welcome America checking 
accounts that give them the credit backup to use the card beyond point totals and for any other purchases. The 
card also has a special frequency discount feature: When users purchase at participating retailers, they'll get 
additional percentages off the retail or even posted sale price. For more information, contact Ayala Karsh at (414) 
241-8550. Maritz Peformance Improvement Co.: The Fenton, Mo.based company offers a Maritz Exclusively 
Yours ©MasterCard , a stored value card with a ©MasterCard logo. The card is loaded with points/dollars that 
are redeemable through 35,000 travel, retail and catalog outlets approved by © Maritz . Users can spend award 
points only, and will need to_have another form of payment if the award redeemed costs more than thecard's 
value. Contact © Maritz at (800) 551-5824. 

Meridian Enterprises Corp.: This Chesterfield, Mo.-based company holds the patent on using an actual credit 
card within an incentive awards system. Its MeridiCard is a © MasterCard that can be loaded with award points 
and can be used anywhere ©MasterCard is accepted. Users can charge beyond the points value of the card. 
The company has given this license to the Incentive Gift Card product (see above) and also has its own 
IncentiCard, a private-label stored value card to redeem within a Meridianapproved network of vendors. For more 
information, contact Meridian at (314) 878-1760. S&H Citadel Inc.: The Hillside, lll.-based incentive company 
offers three card products. These are: 

* The TravPass, a stored value card with a ©Visa logo, accepted within an S&H-approved network of vendors, 
including ©Sharper Image , ©Spiegel . Hyatt Hotels, Marriott Hotels, the Gap, © Eddie Bauer , Premier Cruise 
Lines and ©United Airlines . The card is not a credit card, so if the selected award cost exceeds the amount on 
the card, users need another form of payment for the difference. 

* The Sportventure Plus Card, a private-label stored value card that can be redeemed within a S&H-approved 
network of vendors. It has no credit card logo and is not a credit card. 

* Universal Gift Pass, a private-label card available in denominations of $25, $35, $50, $75, $100, $150, $200, 
$300 or $500. Clients also can arrange for custom dollar amounts. The card can be used by phone at 14 
different catalog retailers. Participants can buy more Universal GiftPass Dollars at a 10 percent discount. 

For more information, contact S&H Citadel at (708) 449-4900. 

A Back to Top « Back to Results < Previous Article 5 of 16 Next > Publisher Information 



Print ] [Email] Q Mark Article ^ Abstract . g) Full Text , Q Page Image - PDF 



Copyright ©2003 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. Terms and Conditions 

Text-only interface 



2of3 



10/27/03 12:37 PM 



Wysiwyg ://34/http://proquest.umi.com/n^& VName=PQD&TS= 1 067276 1 8 1 &clientld= 1 9649 

From:Pro6suest w 



10/27/03 12:37 PM 



